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But I can't do it. So I'm going to go through this, because I
find this document absolutely incredible, in terms of what we
have been talking about here. It says, Nebraska trust fund,
Highway Trust Fund, Nebraska's investment in its future. Now,
you could cross out "Highway Trust Fund®* and put ®*education®

there. You could put "early childhood education® there. You
could put "public health® there. You could put a lot of things
there. But I don't think that not building a road for...over

the next two years, having it backed up, planned out a little
differently, out of this big an amount of money, is the end of

life as we know it in the state. Number one, safety. You
cannot put a price tag on human lives. Well, we have. We have
cut Health and Human Services programs. We have cut safety
programs. We have cut the Fire Marshal. We have cut every

aspect of our state agencies that deal with safety. And they've
all had to absorb those cuts. And that 10 percent in this fund
is not going to be any different than the 10 percent and the
other money we've been cutting for two years, all of 1last year
and this year, to our agencies that are responsible for safety

in a variety of areas. Number two, statewide economic
development . Jobs . Isn't that interesting? We're laying off
teachers. We're laying off state employees. We're cutting

peodple all across our agencies. And that doesn't matter. But
if you don't fund a highway project, by gosh, that's a terrible
thing. Three, trust. Let's keep our promise with the people of
Nebraska. Well, we didn't keep our promise on the Health Care
Trust Fund. We didn't keep our promise on the Environmental
Trust Fund. We didn't keep our promise on the Education Trust
Fund. I don't see a whole lot of difference. And those funds
have taken a 10 percent cut. And in one case we just diverted
the money. I don't...I say, you know, all bets are off here.
We are in a crisis. Senator Maxwell just said, well, you know
that temporary thing? That was kind of a 1lie last vyear.
Because we thought we were just going to have temporary taxes to
get us through to when times got better. Well, times didn't get
better, and it's a different picture. We have to look to all
the sectors. And there should be no sacred cows out there.
Just Dbecause this group has a pretty powerful lobby, I don't
think we should 1look at them any differently than we do
education, health, and safety, and other areas of (ur budget.
They should take the same kind of cuts, and the way rhat other
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